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My Background
·14 years of NP experience in Oncology

·Boston Medical Center 2010-present

·Current focus on GI, Breast and Lung Cancer Patients

·Massachusetts General Hospital 2008-2010

·Maimonides Medical Center 2006-2008



Objective
To describe the major impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic on cancer care and cancer patients 
within the context of a rapidly changing 
situation.



Pandemic Timeline
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Pandemic Timeline
·January 20th, 2020 more cases were confirmed outside 

of mainland China including the US

·January 30th WHO declared a global health emergency

Ȱ(Ï× ÔÈÅ Coronavirus0ÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ 5ÎÆÏÌÄÅÄȡ Á 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȢȱ .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓȟ Ϋά -ÁÙ άΪάΪȢ



Pandemic Timeline
·February 11th WHO proposed an official name for the 

disease caused by this novel coronaviruscalled 
COVID-19 and later severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). 

·February 23rd Italy started to see a major surge in cases

·February 29th US announced first known coronavirus
death in Seattle.

Ȱ(Ï× ÔÈÅ Coronavirus0ÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ 5ÎÆÏÌÄÅÄȡ Á 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȢȱ .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓȟ Ϋά -ÁÙ άΪάΪȢ



Pandemic Timeline
·March 11th WHO declared a CoronavirusPandemic

·March 13th President Trump declared a National 
Emergency

·March 26th US became the hardest hit country with 
the most confirmed cases (81,321 and > 1,000 deaths) 
of any other country in the world.

Ȱ(Ï× ÔÈÅ Coronavirus0ÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ 5ÎÆÏÌÄÅÄȡ Á 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȢȱ .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓȟ Ϋά -ÁÙ άΪάΪȢ



Pandemic Timeline: Massachusetts
·February 1st The first known case in MA was confirmed

·March 10th Governor Charlie Baker declared State of 
Emergency in Massachusetts

·March 11th Boston area schools begin to close

·March 13th Boston Marathon postponed until September 
14th 2020 (now canceled May 28th)

·March 15-24th Restaurants take-out only, gatherings 
limited to 25 people, closure of libraries and fitness centers, 
closure of all non-essential services, gatherings limited to 
10 people, stay at home advisory issued.

Public Health Commission. 2020. Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Timeline. Public Health 
Commission. Viewed May 25, 2020. <Boston.gov>. 



Pandemic Timeline: Massachusetts
·April 21st Schools and non-emergency childcare 

were closed until the end of the year.

·May 1st Governor ordered universal mask policy for 
all MA residents in public places if unable to 
socially distance starting May 6th.

·May 11th Governor Baker issued a 4-phase re-
opening plan for the state.

·May 18th Reopening Began

Public Health Commission. 2020. Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Timeline. 
Public Health Commission. Viewed May 25, 2020. <Boston.gov>. 



BMC 
Response

ÅFebruary 28th Worldwide 
demand of N95 Respirator 
Masks noted. Conservation 
of supplies already 
underway at BMC.
ÅMarch 5th Hospital 
Incident Command System 
Activated
ÅMarch 10th The first 
biohazard tent was set up 
outside the ER



BMC Response
·March 14th Limited elective surgical procedures and 

ambulatory visits.  Televisitsbegin.

·March 16th BMC began limiting entrance to the 
hospital to one main area and screening all visitors for 
ILI symptoms.  

·March 18th Hospital restricted all inpatient visitation 
unless pre-approved or OB, Pedi, L&D

·March 21st Informed Consents signed by staff not 
patients to decrease sharing of pens. Important for 
cancer patients.



BMC Response
ÅMarch 27th BMC implemented a universal mask 

policy for all staff.

ÅApril 7 th BMC extended its universal mask policy 
to all patients and visitors as well as staff.



BMC Response
·April 3rd BMC continued to adapt and plan for the 

anticipated surge in COVID-19 patients i.e. repurposed 
the pediatric inpatient unit to an adult unit

·April 9 th As surge planning continued, ICU beds and 
Med/Surgbeds were expanded into new areas. i.e. 
Oncology non-COVID inpatients were transferred to 
beds in the Endoscopy Suite.

·Oncology clinicians were repurposed in some cases or 
asked about comfort level rotating to other inpatient 
areas.



BMC Response
·April 7 th Massachusetts DPH issued statewide crisis 

standards of care guidanceand a multi-D team from 
BMC worked to adapt these measures to our specific 
patient population.

üImpactful for cancer patients from an ethical standpoint 
as guidelines were being developed around how to 
prioritize ventilators in case of a shortage.



BMC Response
·April 10-13th Expanded PPE to non-COVID inpatient floors 

and ambulatory clinics to include the use of surgical 
masks, reusable face shields, gloves and gowns when 
needed.
·April 21st BMC reached peak number of hospitalized 

COVID-19 patients at 226 total inpatients and 54 ICU 
patients.
·May 8th Inpatient bed planning began to convert COVID 

units back to non-COVID units as we passed the peak and 
the COVID-19 daily census declined.
·May 11th Non-COVID volume begins to increase again
·May 27th Rebound planning continued as BMC plans to 

welcome back patients and return to a new normal.





Where Are We Now?
As of June 16th: 

·Number of infections in the US = 2,104,346

·Number of deaths in the US = 116,140

·Number of infections in MA= 105,885

·Number of deaths in MA= 7,665

CDC.govand Mass.gov



Racial Disparities of COVID-19
·Racial disparities have become a central talking point 

in the national conversation about COVID-19

·COVID-19 has exposed the health inequities that 
disproportionately impact communities of color

·Health inequities due to years of structural racism 

·Race alone does not make someone more susceptible 
to the virus

·Pre-existing conditions such as diabetes, asthma, and 
heart disease all of which disproportionately impact 
people of color.

ȰCoronavirusThreatens to Worsen Disparities, Distrust of Healthcare System Among Black 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÉÔÙȢ άέ !ÐÒÉÌ άΪάΪȢ НBMC.org>. 
Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÌÙ #ÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÔ (ÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅȡ ,ÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ Á 3ÁÆÅÔÙ-.ÅÔ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #/6)$ %ÒÁȢȱ 
Health City. 12 May 2020. <BMC.org>.


